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UN report: Experts sceptical

Say Brown Clouds Not Limited To Delhi, Mercury Not Rising

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The government
has been claiming that Del-
hi’s pollution levels have fall-
en drastically over the past
few years but a report by the
United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) paints a
hazy picture for the Capital.

The report warns of at-
mospheric brown clouds that
have resulted from the burn-
ing of fossil fuels and bio-
mass, and include particles
like black carbon and soot,
and stretch from the Arabi-
an Peninsula to China and all
the way to the western Pacific
Ocean. Delhi has been iden-
tified as one of the 13 megac-
ities where the threat is
maximum.

Indian environmentalists
however, seem to have a dif-
ferent point of view. While
accepting that such a cloud
cover probably does exist,
they said this was a regional
phenomenon, and was not
limited te Delhi. To combat
it, steps had to be taken at a
regional level, they said.

Nobel prize winner Dr R
K Pachauri had said at the
onset that work was still be-
ing carried out on the Asian

HAZY PICTURE: The report warns of atmospheric brown clouds
that have resulted from the burning of fossil fuels

cloud cover and it was too
early to comment on if.
“Knowing the scientific de-
tails behind this, T can say
that since the study has not
been completed, anyone pass-
ing a judgment on it right
now is jumping the gun,” he
said.

The Central Pollution
Control Board said that Del-
hi’s pollution load had come
down substantially, and Vivek

Chattopadhyaya, senior sci-
entist, Centre for Science and
Envireonment, said that there
were several other cities
smaller than Delhi where pol-
lution levels were much high-
er. “‘Delhi does have a prob-
lem with high levels of NO2
and RSPM but data shows
that levels of other pollutants
have come down. The brown
cloud phenomenon over Asia
in general is not surprising

as it is a developing area. For
this we require regional pol
icy making and implementa
tion to deal with the problemn
as a whole,” he said.

The UN report stated tha
there was documented evi
dence of retreat of Hindu
Kush-Tibetan glaciers tha
feed several Asian rivers. Sev
eral meteorological change:
had also been seen like
changes in rainfall, temper
ature etc. However, officials
in the meteorological de
partment too expressed seri
ous reservations with the
report.

A senior official said tha
while the observation of the
brown cloud in general was
true, the conclusions derivec
from it were much too sweep
ing in nature, “The repor
says that the minimum tem
perature is rising but that is
not true for all regions. Del
hi for instance is not seeing
a rise in its minimum tem
perature, Similarly, we don'f
think that the amount o
rainfall has changed, as the
report alleges. To study the
problem, more local obser
vations are required,” saic
the official.
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High risk of asthma, cardiac trouble

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The United Na-
tions report about the in-
creasing air pollution in Asiz
has put the spotlight on the
immediate effect of the haze
on health of people, In fact, ex-
perts say Delhiites should take
all necessary precattions.

It is a known fact that
asthma cases increase dras-
tically during winter due to
the presence of smog. But ex-
perts say that in the last five
vears there has been a cu-
mulative increase of 20% in
asthma cases, Not just asth-
ma, even cardiovascular
events shoot up due to smog.

% cases definitely
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tion of airways, thereby,
blocking it. Children and eld-
erly people stand a high
chance of suffering an asth-
ma attack or a serious
episode of bronchitis,” said
Dr GC Khilnani, professor

Experts say that in
the last five years
there has beena
cumulative increase
of 20% in asthma
cases, and even
cardiovascular
events shoot up
due to smog

medicine, ATIMS.

‘and can trigger an allergic

reaction. Along with these
micro-particles there are var-
ious gases like nitrogen ox-
ide, carbon dioxide, carbon
monoxide etc. A cocktail of
all these can have a devas-
tating effect on health. Due
to smog, a lot of people com-
plain about burning sensa-
tion in eyes or bad throat,
sneezing etc,” said Dr San-
jeev Bagai, director and head
of the paediatrics depart-
ment, Rockland hospital.
For asthma patients, driv-
ing in the city becomes even
more difficult, especially at
traffic signals. In fact, new-
borns too stand a chance of
developing breathing diffi-

culty. We see a lot of new
borns who are re-admitted a
the hospital with such seri
ous conditions,” said D
Bagai.

Doctors say the pollutior
levels have gone up so dras
tically that one inhales al
poisonous substances while
breathing. The pollutants en
ter our body through the res
piratory tract and mixes witt
the blood, thereby; making i
more viscous, which in turr
puts a person at risk of hav
ing a serious cardiovascula
event. “As blood becomes vis
cous due to these suspendec
particles, it increases the
blood pressure. It also exeri:
pressure on fat deposits ir



